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As the Heathen Philoſophers had no certain guide 
to lead them to the acquiſition of happineſs, it is not 


to be wondered at, that they entertained ſo many dif- 
ferent opinions concerning the Summum komm, or 


chief good. Having nothing to ditect them but 


their own corrupted reaſon, ard having very im per- 
fect (if any) notions of an everlaſting ſtate, aſter the 


__ diflolution of this World, they all miſſed the mark 


they aimed at. But, it is truly furpriſing, that we, 
who live under the Chriſtian diſpenſation, and profeſs 


our belief of future rewards and puniſhments, ſhould + 
. . diſſent from each other ſo widely, with reſpect to the 
things which belong unto our peace. Though we have 
the word of God as a light to our feet, and a lantern 


to our paths, vet the moſt of us walk in darkneſs, and 


 grope for the wall, like the blind, ſtumbling at ncon- day 
4 in the night, Rut, whence. arifes this diverſity of 
-fentiment amongſt us, in matters relating to /e common 


ſalvalion? Chriſt himſelf informs us, we do err, be- 


cauſe we know not the ſcriptures, neither the power of 
Sd. The generality of the world, becauſe they have 
N af A 


been 


4 


_— 
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been baptized with water in their infancy — have fol. 
lowed the mode of _ worſhip delivered down by tradition 
from their fathers - and are called Chriftians—reſt ſa- 
ti:fied with that name, and with the Brm of godlineſs. 
Though the Apoſtle has faid, They that are Chriſ?s 
have crucified the feſh with its afedions and liſts, 
yet they madly imagine that they may enjoy the pleaſures 
ef fin for a ſeaſon, and, at laſt, enter into the &ing- 
donof God. Though they muſt acknowledge, in 
their ſerious moments (if ever they have any) that they 
are placed on Earth as Probationers for Heaven, yet 
they declare, by their practice, that they are ſent into the 
world, like 4% Leviathan into the deep, to tate their 
paſtime therein. Well, therefore, may the /ittle flock 
of Chriſt ſay, Me know that aue are e God, but the 
WHOLE WORLD /:eth in wickedneſs, The Devil who 


is the God »of this world, has blinded the minds of 


them who believe not, left the light of the ghrious goſ- 
pel of (Chriſt ſrould ſhine unto them. Loving darkneſs 
rather than light, the hearts of the people are waxed 
| roſi their ears are dull of bearing—and their eyes 
they have chſed ; beſt, at any time they ſhould ſee with 


their ever, and hear with their ears, and underſtand 


a the eir hearts, and ſhould be converted, and Chri — 


Should heal them. Nay, there are many who have 
been deeply convinced of 7he truth as it is in Jeſus, 
and yet will not ſeparate themſelves from the ungodly 


world, nor caſt i in their lot among the deſpiſed people 


of God. Seeking the honour which cometh from Man © 


rather than the honour which cometh from God 


_ *"6nly, they cannot bear to be pointed at as ſingular. 


Feat? ing the reproaches and revilings 8 men, the y 

: quenich aud reift the Holy Spirit which is ſtriving with 
| them; Y##d, to ſtifle their convictions, plunge into all 
the . exceſs of riat, till, at laſt, their conſciences, © 

| | become 


% 


[ 
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hangs Rer. as with a 50 iron, through the da 
ceitfulneſs of fin. The ſubtile ſerpent brings them 
to believe that they may eat of the fruit of the tree of 
pleaſure, and not die—that God is fo very pitiful, and 
of ſuch tender mercy, that he will never damn them, 
for living like the reſt of their neighbours. They 
ſwallow the deadly poiſon, and liſten to the father of 
les, rather than to the God of truth, who has expreſs- 
ly told them, that ROAD 1s the way, and w1DE 15 the 
gate, that leadeth 15 DESTRUCTION, and MANY. 
 #here be which go in tbereat; and that sr Ar the 
gate, and MARRKOW if the way which leadeth unte 
life, and rt there be that. find it. Whatever fear” 


of God they have, it is taught them by the precepts 


of men ; and their embracing ſuch or ſuch a profeſſion, 
is owing to the education they have received from 
their parents, not to their own deliberate choice. Cer- 
tain it is, there is but one faith, one baptiſm, one. hype 
of our calling, as there is but one common. Lord and 


Saviour, But one way, there is to Heaven, and Jeſus 


ſays, I am that way. But let not the world ĩmagine, 
that, becauſe they depend upon him for final ſalvation.— 
they ſhall, attain unto it. No- if in works, they deny 
him, if they do not follow his ſteps, their bape ſhall 
canſume, as a. ſnail; that paſſeth away. Neither let 
the immoral moraliſts, who ſay, we do all the good 
we can, believe that their hope is better grounded. 
T hey. are hatching. cockatrice eggs, Which, will break. 


out into wipers, and weaving the * piders aueh: But 


their webs ſball not become ga; ments (faith the Lord 
God) neither ſpall they cover. themſelves with their 
works. However ſplendid, however pompous, they 


may appear in their own eyes, or the eyes of others, 


| 580 are Works of iniquity, All their very righteouſ- 
| A * : _neſſes 


y rr 


n 
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weſes. are as filthy rags, which ſhall be blown away 
with the breath of God's noftrils, as chaff before the 
wind; for, no work, (however good in itſelf) can be 
acceptable to Gad, *tilf it proceeds from that faith 
which juftifieth the ungodly that faith which 
furifeeth the heart —that faith which is unfeigned,and 


 worleth by-lave — that faith which overcometh the 


world. Who ſpall aſcend (ſays David) into the hill of 
the Lord ? He only that hath clean hands, and a 


pure beart——a heart baptized with the Holy Ghoſt,- 


and with fre, which has purged away all the dreſs of 
Ga. Who are the true Chriſtians ? They who have 


received that ſpirit, whereby they can cry Abba, Father, 


My Lord, and vv God—who are going on unto per- 
F &ion — labouring after that mind which was in 
Chrift —purifying themſelves even as the angels are 
pure being of one ſpirit with the Lord, and never 
defiling their bodies by fin, becauſe they ate the con- 
ſecrated temples of hs Holy Ghoft. And now, 


40 Ve difprent ſects who all declare 
Lo! Chriſt is here lo! Chriſt is there 
66 Your ſtronger proof divinely give, | | 
And ſhew me where the Chriſtians live.” 


| If you can find a man who daily glorifies G:d in 


bis bedy, and in his ſpirit, and, whatſoever he does 
in word or deed, does all in the name of the Lord 
Jeſus, hating even the garmen's ſpotted by the fleſh, 
he (and he alone) is a member of Chriſt, his living 
read, whether he belongs to Church, Maſs, or Meet- 
ing. For, as Mr. Law well obſerves, © devotion con- 

ſiſts not · either in private, or public duties, but in a life 
devoted to God.” It is alfo, as certain, that whoever 
thus 700 es his 3 in eu enfin and hon ur, 


will 


— — 


rie vie” 


| will be made a gazing-fock bs n e Tu” 42 U.. 
word among the; Heatben. The. very Druntards 


Will male ſongs upon him - (as they did on David, ) 1} 


and ſbooting -out « the lip, will cry, fie upon thee, 


file upoen+thee-—naw——we ſaw. it with our eyes. 


When we conſider that the Prince. of Peace 


himſelf, who continually went about. doing $667, 


not only to the ſouls, but, alſo, to the bodies of 
ls creatures; was: deſpiſed, rejected, and crucifiedof. 


men, it is not to be wondered at, that any who en- 
deavcur to tread in his bleſſed ſteps, ſhould meet wich 


the ſame- inhuman treatment from the world. If he, 
who was the Holy one, and the Juſt, was accounted 


a blaſphemtr, a: ſorcerer, and a perverter of the 


nations, whoever ſpends his time, and talents, like 


dim, ia bringing life and immortality to light, thro' 


the-preaching of his geſpel, will, aſſuredly, be branded 


with the ſame opprobrious names, as the ſervant is 


not above: bis Lord. If they have perſecuted me 
(ſays Chriſt) they will, alſo, perſecute you,” you that 
follow me in the. regeneration: And, if they have 
callad the Maſter of the 'bouſe, Bealubbuch, how much 
more will they call them of bis houſbold ? Tho He 
ſpoke as never man ſpoke, yet they ſail of him, Ile 
bath a Devil, and is mad, why bear ye bim Nay, 
bis own friend; wanted to lay hold on him, for they 
ſaid, he is beſide himſelf. In like manner, if one of his 
appointed Stewards,  thro' the miniſtry of his word, 
akes the ſtrong holds of Satan, the ungodly world E 
who are lying in che arms of tbat wicked one, inme- 
diately take the alarm, and cty out, as if he was a mad 
bull, Fænum habet in cornu lunge fuge - way _ 
d quith ſuch a fellow from the earth, it is not fit that 
he fhould live. Though he forfeits his health, his 


4 relations, 
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relations, his temporal concerns, and (what i is * to 
moſt people) his reputation, in ordet to bring ſouls unto 
God, yet the requital he mcets with is contempt, hatred, 
and perſecution, When a lying ſpirit, in the mouths 
of four hundred. Prophets, tells the world they hall 
hade peace, tho they walk in the imaginations of 
their own hearts, a faithful Micaiah; who, undaunt- 
edly, ſpeaks the word of the Lord, faying, except yo 
repent, ye ſhall all periſh, muſt needs be a mot un- 
welcome meſſenger. The wicked. will, infallibly, / ate 
bim; for, he neuer propheſieth good unto them; but 
always evil, If, like honeſt Nathan, he tells an adul- 
— David, Th art the man, ſuch plain- dealing: 
a0 abſolutely neceſſat y, will be looked upon as offici- 
ous impertinence z and @ - Barabbas—a Judas 
a drunken, ſwearing, hunting, -card- playing 5 


80 man will be 8 before him. 


on theſe principles, the fiery trial I have lately | 
| paſſed through may be eaſily accounted for. Our 
deſpiſed Fore-runner, well knowing the enmity which 
the carnal mind has to God, and his holy ways, 
warned all his true followers that they ſhould be b: ought 
before Governors and Kings for his name-ſake. The _ 
world is juſt the ſame that it was 1700 years ago; nay, 
as it was in the days of Cain, who murdered his 
righteous brother, even ſo it is now : They that are 
born after the fleſh will perſecute them that are 
born after - the Spirit. Principalities, and powers, 
and ſpi:itual wickedneſs in high places, will be exer- 
ciſed againſt every child of God; and for no other rea- 
fon, but becauſe, knowing the terrors of the Lord, 
he would gadly perſuade men to 7» wo the wrath 
to Lene, and be ſaved. 5 
It 


w- 


EEC is 


It was to ſave: ſouls that I have' 1 appointed a 
Miniſter; and, therefore, from love to wy periſhing fel- 
low-creatures, I have been induced to make myſelf a. 
ſpedtacle unto the world, and am content to be counted 
as the filth and off - ſcouring of all things, if I can but 
do good in my generation, by bringing many /ons and 
daughters: unto glory, But, becauſe I have te/tified. of. 
the world ihat it's deeds are evil, the Princes of the: 
Earth have ſet themſelves, and the rulers have: 
talen counſel againſt me. But, bleſſed be the Lord, 
my tower, my rock, and my fortreſs, who delivered” 
me from my ſtrong enemy, and from them which 
hated me, T hey. are. confounded, they are br ought ts: 
ſbame, that Jougo! my >. 1 


It ot be . to the world that I. do not publiſh 
this account to gratity any unbecoming paſſions. Was 
I deſitous of revenge, I might ſue any of the Petitioners 
for damages, at common law might indict ſome of 
them for perjury and forgery, and introduce incidental 
anecdotes which would make their characters appear 
in no plcaſing light, But how, then, ſhould I fultil che 
royal law of love, which faith, bleſs then xvho curſe. 
you— do good to them. that hate yon, and. pray for 
them who deſpitefully uſe you, and' perſecute you. 
The weapons of wv warfare are not carnal. | ſhall. 
not, therefore, render unto them evil for evil, or 
railing for railing. It is neceſſary, indeed, that J 
ſhould endeavour to remove the aſperſions thrown cut 
againſt me; and this cannot be done, without expoſ- 
ing in ſome meaſure, theſe forgers of lies. Sorry I 
am that they have obliged me thus to proclaim upen 
the bouſe-tops, what they ha ve done and ſpoken in 
S e ; but the advertiſements. of Meſſrs. Bernard 


As, - . andi: 


[ e -n 


* 
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and Ralph Wald, _ the accolade cond of the 
B of D— render it doubly incumbent upon me. The 


proſperity of Zion, and the ſalvation of ſouls, as well 
as my own chatacter, require this public deſence of my 


conduct, and docttines. An Apoſtle has. ſaid, let nat 
your good be evil ſpoken of : If, therefore, I took no 
notice of the calumnies which have been ſo induſtriouſ- 

ly propagated by the Devil, and his tegions, my ſilence 
might be conſdered as a tacit confeſſion of my guilt. 

And as I am determined, by the grace of God, to teach, 

and preach, in the cities, the good effects of my miniſtry 
v1ight be prevented by prejudice, which noxious weed 
the enemy of ſouls is ready enough to Planti in the minds 
of the people. 8 f 


I now ſubmit wy cauſe to the inſpection of the 


public, that they may judge for themſelves. But 1 


beſeech the reader to proceed no further, till he prays 
to the Sun of righteouſneſs to enlighten his under- 


ſtanding, ſo will he be enabled to determine with can- 


dor and impartiality, With the noble Bereaus, let 


him ſearch the ſcriptures, and ſee whether theſe _ 


ibings be ſo: And if my doctrines be founded upon 
Holy Writ, T hope he will cordially embrace them 
if not, let the righteous ſmite me, it ſball be a kindneſs, 


and let bin reprove me, it ſhall be an excellent oe} 
 awhich ſhall nal break my Peat 
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| 1 ſhew more fu ly the ill- uſage I have met with 
| from Lord ——, it may not be amiſs to inform the 
inquiſitive teader of · the motives which firit .. induced 
me to remove from Dublin. Meeting, once, with Mr. 
Meade Ogle, he aſked me if I would accept a Cure 
under the patronage of a nobleman. I immediately 
declined his offer with thanks, acquainting him that ] 
was ſo advantageouſly and agrecably fuuajed, that I 


ever well circumſtanced. As he till preſſed n me e (that 
1 might not appear poſitive) I told him I would conſult 
ae * and fend him a written anſwer in the 

preaing, 


12 . Account of the Trial, &c. 


evening, which I did aecordingly, confirming my former 
denial. Shortly after, gir John Par 1] (brother-in- 
law to 1 and to whom. L was an entire 
ſtiranger) invited me, three ſundry times, to his table, 
when he renewed the propoſal. made by Mr. Ogle, but 
to as little purpoſe. Though he painted out the beau- 
| ties of C- le di in the moſt lively colourg—told me 
I would have a hunter always. at my command, and a 
key to a large. library, ſtom whence I might ſelect any 
book I pleaſed, and *retire to the temple, which was. 
- ſweetly calculated for reading and meditation—yet L 
could not be prevailed on by his florid deſcription, 6 
nor even by his information that Lord had fome- 


liviags in his. gift, to one of which, J would, probably, | 
Mo0esG, | 


He, then, ſtrongly entreated me to take a trip to 
-C—le—9d,? adding that © the very beauty of the 
place would be ſufficient to make me change my 
refolution.“ As I continued inflexible, he ſpoke to 
my uncle (Charles Smyth) and repreſented the matter 
in ſuch a favourable light to him, that he ſent for me, 
and adviſed me to embrace his offer, Sir John Par—II 
having wrote to Lord —— to ſend a carriage for me 
to Newry; -conſentedto/pay him a viſit, and ſee hat 
accommodations could be given me. A houſe and 
garden being promiſed, and being — by the 
Bifhop of the dioceſe, I returned for my family to Dub- 
tin; and brought them down. to C—le—d, where I 
was at great e and trouble in repairing a ruinous 
houſe. As I was at that time, beginning 
to think ſetzcuſſy, I did not reliſh, or partake- 
of, the amuſements I met with there; which, no 
Sud, * to render me diſagreeable to his 

| Lordſhip. 


3 
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Lordſhip. But, conffderiog the words of the Apoftle, 
if I yet pleaſed men, I ſhould not be the ſervant of 


_ Chrift, I followed the dictates of my conſcience, ſay- 


ing with Joſhua, chuſe ye whom ye will ſerve, but as: 
for me, and my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord. How- 
ever, F lived, for more than a year, on a friendly foot- 
ing with him, when I was conſtrained to write the 
following letter, from regard to him, as well as a 
thorough perfualion that i it was. bong: bounden duty. 


My Loxp, 


"Fax one of your Lordſhi ps ket. no pa 
* gy need be made for the freedom take in thus addreſſing 
* you, as you muſt know it to be the indiſpenſable duty; 
© of every true Miniſter, to reprove, and to exhort, with- 


out reſpect of perſons, as. occaſion requires. My own- 
N e welfare depends on the faithful diſcharge of 


my miniſtry ; and Iam, alſo, too ſollicitous for your, 
, happineſs, both temporal, and, eternal, to paſs by i in. 
© ſilence a crime with which your Lordſhip i is univer- 


( ſally charged. Detraction, indeed, is a foul- mouthed | 


_ © Monſter, and has, perhaps, made more free with your 


©Lordſhip's conduct, than it deſerves: At leaſt, “that 
© charity, which hopeth all things, muſt incline the bene- 
volent and humane to think ſo. Therefore, my Lord, 


* Took on it as the higheſt, act of friendſhip (and hope 
you will eſteem, it ſuch) to give you an opportunity of 


2 convincing a cenſorious world of the falſity of its aſſer- 


© tions, by removing from your houſe an object, with: 


* whom (it is ſaid) your Lordſhip holds a criminal con- | 


*-nexion. But, as.you may be innocent of the accu- 


© ſation, it iv neceſſary I ſhould ſpeak in plain terms, tq ; 
render myſelf incelligible ; aſſuring you moſt ſolemnly, 


\ 
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© that, far from meaning to give you the leaſt offence, | 
© the motives which induce me to write, proceed from 
a heart, grateful for many fayours, and warmly inter- 
« eſted in your Lordſhip's honour and character. Pre- 
_ © ſuming, then, on the privilege of my facred office, 
2 (but with all humility at fame time) I beg leave to ac- 
« quaint you, that tis reported by all ranks, that one of 
* your ſervant-maids (called. Honour) is partaker of 
your Lordſhip's bed. How true it is, you yourſelf 
© beſt know. For my part, they very thought of ſuch 
* guilt makes me ſhudder, ?*'Tis ſcarcely to be credited, 
that you would live in avowed defiance of that law, 
which forbids us to commit adultery ; and to the 
breach of which ſuch ſevere denunciations of God's 
* wrath are annexed. . Surely, it cannot be. Yours 
* Lordſhip, I ſhould ſuppoſe; has too much ſenſe, to 
* purchaſe the diſſembled ſmiles of an infamous, wicked 
« harlot, even at the hazard of your immortal foul : 
Nor can it be imagined, that one of ſuch high deſ- 
cent, and refined education, would ftoop ſo low; 
« forgetting both the duty you owe your wife, your 
children, yourſelf, and your God. | pe 


But, my Lord, as common fame has trumpeted this 
report abroad, conſider your character as a gentle 
© man, your dignity as a peer, your example as a father, 
and above all, your, falvation as a Chriſtian: And 
be perſuaded to turn off the deſpicable wretch, 
* who has brought the tongue of Obloquy upon you. 
© Beſides, the rich and the great are the patterns, 
* from whence the lower claſs of men copy their man- 
ners ; therefore, it is peculiarly incumbent on them, 
* to ſeta good precedent : And, as the ſcriptures have, 


, ' faid, * abſtain from all appearance of evil, if the 
woman 


m- 
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woman be not attached to you in any other manner, 
than as one of your hired ſervants, you cannot, I am 
« ſure you will not, heſitate about diſcharging her 
N immediately. Deſpiſe not the ſalutaty advice, tho 
coming from ſo obſcure a pen; but, regard it as 
dictated ** the friendly ne of 8 who 1 is, 
83 My Lord, 
84 * your Lordſhip's So 1 | 
e * and truly ee humble ſervant, 


© EDWARD. SMYTH- | 


* - 


p + Fiadink after a :conliderable" time, that the 3 
letter produced no other effect, than a great ſhyneſs 
and reſerve in his Lordſhip towards me, I then preached 
on this text,  horemeongers and adulterers God will 
Judge,” without making any perſonal application. That 
ſerman (as I have been informed) gave great offence ; 
ſo that in ſome time after, he wrote me. a note inform- 
ing me he had occaſion for the houſe I lived in, and 
that I muſt provide another. This, he imagined, was 
the moſt effectual means to baniſh me from my Cure, 
as none of his tenants were allowed to ſet me a houſe 
in the pariſh. . Heiein, however, he was diſappointed ; 
for-God opened the heart of one man (who happened 
to have a leaſe under another landlord) to furniſh mie 
with a ſmall cabbin : But neither he nor I could get 
grazing either for horſe or , though many were in- 
clined to ervs . 1 5 


When I conſider that the King of Kings, whocreat- 
ed all things, had not on earth where to lay 
bis Sea, I hays "yp" ro adore and praiſe him, for 

e giving 
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giving me even a bole, or neft, with the foxes 4 


birds of the air. And though F have fuffered. many 
inconveniences and hardſhips from my. preſent ſituation, 
yet, (through Chriſt ftrengthning me) I could pati- 


ently endure greater,,for the opportunity of doing good: 


among a people, Who (as far as they durſt) have 


always ſhewn great love and reſpe& for we; and to 


-whom I am moſt cloſely attached. But, as I have been 


ſo frequently, and ſo warmly, ſollicited by numbers, 
from the eaſt, and from the weſt, from the north and 
from the ſouth, to preach the word among them, 1 
dare not reſiſt theſe calls, or fly, like Jonah, f om the 


| preſence of the Lord; eſpecially, as God has often 
| ſent my public preaching with power, and demonſtra- 


tion of his ſpirit, to the hearts of many. It has been, 
therefore, for a long time paſt, my intention to abdicate. 
my preſent Cure, that I might be at liberty to go where 
ever I imagined I could be of moſt uſe : And there- 
fore, though lucrative offers have been lately made me, 

b rejected them all, reſolving to keep myſelf diſengaged. 
But i it occurred to Me, that as Lord — was very foll- 
citous to get nie out of the pariſh, God might incline 
his heart to give me 50 guineas for building a preach - 
ing-houſe in Dunsfotd, on condition of my reſignation, 
which I was reſolved on, whether he complyed with 

my propoſal, or not. When made. to him, he ſaid he 
would take time to conſider of it, as he meant to conſult 


the Biſhop and Dean. What advice they gave him, I. 
know not; but, in a few. weeks, I went for his final 


anſwer, which was, that he would give nothing for 
fuch a purpoſe. But, I ſuppoſe (as he encouraged. 
the building of a Popiſh chapel) that he thought to get 
me out of the Cure, without parting with his 
golden images; for, on that very day, he ſent for the 
| Church - 
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Church-wardens, and ordered them to carry about a 
\ petition againſt me. Knowing that the affections of 
the pariſhioners were ſtrongly ſet upon me, they plainly 
told him, that if he did not ſign it himſelf, very few in 


the pariſh would; therefore, with much reluctance, 


he ſubſcribed it. Having taken a copy of it, I then 
clearly perceived it was the will of God I ſhould: wait 
the event, being perſuaded that he wou'd bring forth 
my innocence às noon 4, or as 4 lamp that burns 
eth. 
n E T 1 r 1 N. 
To the Right Rev. the Lord Biſbob of Down and 
Connor, — bumble Petition of the Church Mar. 
dens, and other Inhabitants af the Pariſh of Bally- 
culter, in the Diteeſe of Down, 


. gurwrn, 


1 your Lordſhip? s Petitioners have 8 | 
great and juſt ſcandal and offence by the conduct and 
behaviour of the Rev. Edward Smyth, curate of the 
* faid pariſh—that the ſaid Edward Smyth holds new 
and ſtrange opinions contrary to the Catholic faith, 
and derogatory from the goodneſs of a merciful God, 
* and openly and publicly declares and preaches the 
« fame inthe ſaid pariſh of Ballyculter. That he 
«© publicly aſſociates with people called Swadlers—that 


he preaches and prays with them i n the fields, and in 
private houſes, as well within the precincts of the 
* ſaid pariſh of Ballyculter, as in the neighbouring pa- 
| © riſhes—that many of hig attendants on theſe field- 
© preaching occafions, pretend to fall into fits, when 
© aid 2 takes * him to exorciſe, and to caſt 
out 


„ An Account of the Trial, &e. 


out the Devils with which, he ſays, they are poſſeſſed. 
© That he lately took a journey to the city of Derty, 
' where he met a weak young Clergyman, of the 
name of Abraham, whom he perſuaded to attend 
hum, by telling him that he had a viſion by which he 
- * was commanded to go and convert the world, and | 
chat he (Abraham) was to be his fellow Apoſtle—— 
That he is at this time ſolliciting a ſubſcription for 
_ © building a conventicle in the pariſh of Dunsford, 
* where many of his moſt enthuſiaſtic followers t eſide 
That, at one time, a number of theſe pe:ſons,came 
* after him to the pariſh church of Ballyculter, where 
* many of them, in the midſt of ſermon, were ſeized 
with pretended convulſions, to the great diſturbance 
© and ſcandal of the pariſhioners, —That your Petition- 
* ers are really afraid to permit their children to attend 
divine worſhip in their pariſh church, left they ſhould = 
either be infected with enthuſiaſm, or driven to dgſpair | 
* of the mercy of God. That your Petitioners are 
really perſuaded that the ſaid Mr. Smyth is either a 
real enthuſiaſt, or ſomething worſe, in either, a very 
* improper perſon to have the care an] direction of a 
« pariſh, | 3 


'© Your Petitionzrs, therefore, humbly pray, as well 
in their own names, as in the names of many other of 
© the Pariſhioners, that your Lordthip will be pleaſed to 
* revoke and vacate the licence of the faid Mr. 
Smyth. And your Petitianers will pray. 


Shortly after, the Bp came to ſes me, and ad- 


viſed me, as a friend, to give up my Cute. I replied, | 
your Lordthip may wich me well; but, in the preſent | 
: inſtance, 
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24 1 I cannot take your advice: Becauſe, if I re- 
| ſigned at ſuch a time, the world might juſtly condemn 
me, imagining that I was conſcious of the truth of all 
the charges laid againſt me, conſequently, there would 
be little probability of my doing any good, as a Miniſter. 
—— That the world would, alſo, reckon it imprudent 


in me tothcow away that proviſion which was, partly, 


the ſupport of my family; eſpecially, as I could not 
_ reaſonably expect an appointment to any other Cure.” 

His Lordſhip then ſaid, It was I, indeed, that adviſed 
Lord to draw up a peticion, as it was the only 


legal meaſure he could adopt, if he had any complaints 
to prefer againſt you: And I hope you will not be 


offended, if I ſhould take public notice of it” 1 aſſur- 


ed him that fo far from being offended at it, I would 
not think his Lordſhip acted conſiſtent with his office, 


if he did not bring the matter to a trial, which I requeſt- 
ed he might, ſpeedily. 


Let the world now judge whether his | Lordſhip has 
behaved either with the courteſy of a gentleman, the 
humanity of a Chriſtian, or the duty of a B—p. 


His Lord and Maſter had given him ſufficient direc- | 


tions for his conduct, which it became him to follow. 


If thy brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, go and tell 


him his fault between thee and him alone; if he 
ſhall hear thee, thou haſt gained thy brother : But, 


if he avill not hear thee, then take with thee one or 
two more, that in the mouth of two or three witneſ-_ 


ſes, every word may be eftabliſhed. And if he fball 


neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church; but if 
he negled to hear the church, let him be unto thee as 
an Heathen man, and à Publican, Now, I can 
truly fay, that he never ſpoke to me either in private, 
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